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Although Islam is the youngest of the three Abrahamic religions, it has suc-
ceeded in making breakthroughs in all comers of the globe. Today, it is the
fastest growing religion in the world, and its presence has become a recognized
fact in rich industrialized nations like the United States. In the book under
review, Professor Sulayman Nyang examines the arrival and development of
Islam in America and asserts that it will stand permanently side-by-side with
Christianity and Judaism and that these religions will co-exist peacefully.

In the first chapter, the author tells the story of the African Muslim slaves in
North America. The discovery of the New World by Columbus resulted in the
transplantation of millions of African slaves to work in the plantations of white
settler farmers. A large number of slaves were captured in West Africa — a
region where Islam had already become firmly rooted. However, the nature of
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media ‘‘confuses Islam with Arab nationalism” and the struggle for freedom
with terrorism.

In the final chapter, Nyang speaks about the concept of “televillage” regard-
ing the role of advanced science and technology in bringing human beings
closer to each other than ever before. Televillage has indeed reinforced human
interdependence that dictates the necessity for Muslims and other religious
adherents *'to live together and to spend greater time trying to understand one
another.” In America, Muslims are aware of what their religion permits (halal)
and what it forbids (haram). With this in mind, Muslims can co-exist peace-
fully and harmoniously with People of the Book and atheists alike, without
having necessarily to compromise their unequivocal belief in the unseen and
life beyond the grave.

Overall, Nyang's book is well written. Its main weakness is that the issues
discussed in the chapters sometimes overlap and there is some repetition,
which is understandable since the work is based on a collection of essays writ-
ten for and presented at conferences during the past several years. The strength
of the book is its clarity, lucidity, and the powerful messages it conveys to the
reader. It is rich in both primary and secondary sources, it is well documented,
and it gives an excellent insight into the active role Muslims will continue to
play in the building of the American nation.
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