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The far-reaching implications of the debate surrounding sex education in
state schools are summed up by the late Professor Syed Ali Ashraf in his
Foreword to this book: ‘“We are up against a tremendous conspiracy to
dethrone the religious concept of a human being from the minds of people.”
Sex education is “just a modus operandi” of the “secularist philosophy” under-
pinning this conspiracy (p. 3).

In presenting a number of essays on sex education from different faith and
nonfaith perspectives, the editors have succeeded in introducing readers not
only to Islamic concepts of sexual relationships and sex education, but also to
the ideological battle that is being played out with children’s education. At the
very heart of this debate we find unanswered and unanswerable questions
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these essays are a microcosm of the dilemmas being faced in wider but related
contexts. “How liberal can liberal society be?" is the big question.

The liberal position “must not entail the acceptance of those who will not lis-
ten to others, those who refuse to engage in rational discourse, those who may
inhabit the same land geographically but not spiritually. If a liberal, pluralist
society goes down that path of acceptance, it sacrifices its soul; and in this sit-
uation its judgments will not be worth respecting.” My own feeling, after read-
ing this book, is that liberalism is in a downward spiral toward self-destruction.
Its soul has long since gone. What has stepped into the void is uncertain of its
own identity, for the minute liberalism seeks to impose its own worldview on
others it ceases, by definition, to be liberal.

The title of the book is misleading, as only Christian and Muslim religious
views on the subject are given; it would have been interesting to have contri-
butions from Jews, Buddhists, Hindus, and others. Nevertheless, the editors
have brought together material that deals with the subject in a way that leaves
the reader in no doubt about the importance of sex education as an indicator of
the moral standards of the wider society. For that reason, this is an important
and timely book indeed.
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