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From Wealth to Power: The Unusual
Origins of America’s World Role

By Fareed Zakaria. Princeton: Princeton University Press, 1998, 199pp.

From Wealth to Power is a study in the social and historical dynamics con-
tributing to the rise and fall of essential actors in the international system. It
attempts to join history with social sciences theory in order to shed light on
broad theoretical topics in world politics, such as the rise of new great powers.
In so doing it seeks to add to the body of scholarship that combined the study
of state structure with traditional international relations theory. The particular
focus is on the expansive rise of the United States, not only to world promi-
nence, but also as a modemn state. American foreign policy during the period
1865-1908 is examined in light of changes in the state structure along the four
major variables — scope, autonomy, coherence, and capacity (p. 40) — touch-
ing upon that country's domestic and administrative development.

The first of the six chapters of the book poses the main questions that Zakaria
attempts to address: *“What tums rich nations into ‘great powers'?” “Why, as























