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Book Review

Interfaith Directory

Edited with an Introduction by Francis Clark; New York: International
Religious Foundation, 1987, X+178 pp.

The cause of interfaith dialogue, understanding and what is sometimes
described as “the wider ecumenism” has gained considerable momentum in
recent years. While interfaith conflicts and sectarian tensions continue to hit
the headlines, efforts to build bridges and arrive at some degree of mutual
understanding are also underway. Recent years have witnessed the emergence
of many groups, agencies and organizations around the globe that are working
in the field of interreligious dialogue and understanding. These groupings
have held numerous interfaith seminars, conferences and workshops and have
contributed significantly in opening up new channels of communication and
wider avenues of concord among the hitherto contending religious community
leaders. One such organization is The Council for the World’s Religions (CWR),
a New York based organization which aims to bring believers of all faiths
into mutual friendship and collaboration in the service of God and humanity.
The Interfaith Directory sponsored by the CWR is one important step toward
disseminating information about other organizations and agencies working
for interreligious harmony and concord.

The Directory lists names, addresses and activities of about seven hundred
interfaith organizations throughout the world. These organizations have been
listed in five different categories: 1) organizations with multifaith membership;
2) organizations relating to two or three religions; 3) organizations based
on one religion, but with outreach to other religions; 4) universalist movements
for spiritual unity; and 5) academic institutions which are also centers of
interfaith dialogue and encounter. Some organizations receive multiple entries
because of the varied nature of their activities and programs. The Directory
also includes two very useful indeces, one alphabetical and the other
geographical. As has been noted by the editor, these organizations may vary
considerably in size, resources and effectiveness but all of them share the
common goal of interreligious harmony. Francis Clark has contributed a very
thoughtful introduction to the volume in which he discusses present trends
in the world-wide interfaith movement. He rightly points out that the interfaith
movement “is a deeper religious expression of the new sense of oneness of
the human family and the new awareness of our common responsibilities,
dangers and destiny in our one shared habitat.” However, he is not oblivious
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of the many obstacles which still stand in the way of closer association between
different religious traditions. Apart from doctrinal beliefs, loyalty of believers
to their own creed and the fear of surrendering the uniqueness of their own
faith, there is also “inherited hostility and suspicion remaining from past
religious conflicts.” Mr. Clark believes that the interfaith work, in order to
be authentic and successful, must combine respect for “religious pluralism,
and for the spiritual values of other religions, with conviction of the unique
value and divinely sanctioned significance” of one’s own faith.

This Interfaith Directory will be an invaluable treasure for those who
are active in interreligious activities. It will also be a very useful source of
information about organizations and groups that are currently engaged in
such activities.

Mumtaz Ahmad
Washington, DC

INDEX OF ISLAMIC LITERATURE, 1986

As the world's interest in Islam and Muslims grows, so
does the literature on thesa two subjects. However, the
growing need 1o acquire the knowledge of this literature
has not yet been sufficiently met. The INDEX is a step in
that direction. It is a pan of an ambitious plan to acquire
and accumulate knowledge on this area with a view to
sharing it with libraries, scholars and g | read

Some of the subjects covered In the INDEX are:
Bibliographies and Biographies - Da‘wah - Islamic
Movement and Revival - the Qur’dn, the Hadith and the
Sirah~ ‘Ag'¥id snd 'Ibidat - Figh - istamic Thought and
Institutions = Muslim History - Contemporary Muslim
Ummah - Geography and Travels - Science and
Technolegy ~ Art and Archil — Arabic Language —
Comparative Religions and Systems - Orientalism— Audio
Visual Aids and Juvenile Litersture.

The cumulative INDEX of 1386, containing about 120 pages, is designed to form a part
of the MWBR. it will provide a comprehensive guide to books and articles published
during 1986 in English. The INDEX will cost £5.00, but is offered Iree lo regular and
new subscribers to the MWBR. Offer closes on 30th September, 1987, All future
issues of the MWBR will include an index of isk Li

The Summer issue of the MWBR will be devoted o the
Qur’an and will contain articles on:

@ The Qur'én and Orientalists’ Legacy.

& Muslim Contributions to the Qur’anic Studies in

English.
® Engligh Transiations of the Qur'an,
* A Survey of Tafsir Literature in Arabic.
Also reviews on important books on the Qur'dn.

UK OVERSEAS
Subscriptionrates:  (postage paid}  (by airmail)
Individuals £13.00 £16.00($25.00)
Institutions £17.00 £20.00($32.00)
Singlecoples £4.00 £5.00 ($8.00)
Make cheques payable to the Islamic Foundation.

SUBSCRIBE NOW AND GET THE INDEX FREE!
Order your copy today from the Subscription Manager
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