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Mary Ellen Davis

Stanford’s Green Library reopened
Stanford University Libraries reinaugurated its old 
m ain library as the  Bing W ing of the  Cecil H. 
Green Library, following an extensive restoration 

and seismic upgrade. 
The 172,000-square- 
foot Bing Wing occu­
pies a 1919 building, 
designed by the famed 
San Francisco archi­
tectural Ann Bake well 
& Brown. The recon­
struction, which used 
Fields & Devereaux 
Architects and Engi­
neers, and cost neatly 
$50 m illio n , in ­
volved a full earth­

A decorative arch of the 
quake retrofit o f the Bing Wing at Stanford.
m ain library build­

ing, restoration of the interior spaces altered dur­
ing earlier renovations, and the installation of elec­
tronic capabilities. The new  space also offers 
increased exhibit capacity for curatorial depart­
ments.

M ichael K eller, u n iv ers ity  lib ra rian  a n d  
d i r e c to r  o f  A c ad e m ic  In fo rm a t io n  R e­
so u rces , sa id , “In  th is re co n s tru c ­
tio n  o f  S ta n fo rd ’s o r ig in a l M ain  
Library, w e  h av e  a tte m p te d  to  b e  
true to  the  sim ple, Rom anesque Re­
v iv a l g ra n d e u rs  o f  th e  b u ild in g , 
w hile  accounting  for the  incredible 
changes in the  university, its librar­
ies , a n d  th e  w o r ld  a ro u n d  in  th e  
intervening years since its construc­
tio n . We h av e  tr ie d  as w ell to  a c ­
co m m o d a te  u n fo re se e a b le  p o ss i­
b ilitie s  o f  th e  fu tu re .”

Southern M ethodist Univ. 
unveils new online system
S o u th e rn  M e th o d is t  U n iv e rs ity  
(SMU) has installed a new  online 
system  called PONI (Public O nline 
Inform ation), w hich  is p o w ered  by 
the  Voyager In tegrated  Library Sys­
tem  software produced by Endeavor

Systems. PONI includes th e  records o f  all o f 
SMU’s m ain  libraries, including governm ent 
documents.

T h e  PO N I sy s te m  e v e n tu a lly  w ill a lso  
search  th e  catalogs o f o th e r libraries, a llow ­
ing th e  u se r to  ch o o se  th e  in stitu tions to  be  
se a rc h e d , a n d  w ill re tr iev e  a c o n so lid a ted  
list o f  th e ir h o ld in g s w ith  seam less access.

“W h en  so m e o n e  u se s th e  PONI system , 
th ey  d o n ’t h av e  to  lea rn  te n  d iffe ren t w ays 
to  sea rch  a n d  look  at ten  d ifferen t lib raries’ 
c a ta lo g s ,” sa id  S y stem s L ib ra rian  M ary 
Q ueyrouze, w h o  led  the  im plem entation  ef­
fo rt. “We fee l PO N I w ill b e  a s tro n g  p la t ­
form  for develop ing  new  p a tro n  services for 
m any  y ears to  com e b ecau se  it is co n sid e r­
ab ly  m o re  p o w e rfu l a n d  flex ib le  th a n  th e  
o ld er system .”

T he c o n v ers io n  to  PO NI w as th e  cu lm i­
n a tio n  o f  n in e  m o n th s  o f  in te n s iv e  e ffo rt 
b y  SMU lib ra ry  s ta ff  to  tra n s fe r  d a ta  from  
th e  un iversity ’s ag ing  NOTIS system  (w hich  
w a s  n o t Y2K c o m p lia n t)  to  th e  n e w  d a ta ­
b ase  se rver (w h ich  is).

Juilliard  reopens library
The Juilliard School reopened  its Lila Acheson

Staff at the College of William and Mary’s (W&M) Earl 
Gregg Swem Library, Williamsburg, Virginia, welcomed 
freshmen w ith  fortune cookies, wishes fo r “ good 
fortune” at W&M, and a “Welcome Freshman” banner. 
Staff also presented an overview of the library and held 
a reception for freshmen orientation aides.

N e w s  f r o m  th e  F i e l d
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Developing Web pages for professional communication

In 1996, th e  library  at th e  U niversity  o f  
Illinois, Urbana-Champaign, decided to m ake 
professional h o m epages for all o f  its librar­
ians, and  bring  its collegial com m unica tion  
into the electronic age.

W ith the  aid o f the  Tim Cole, Systems Li­
brarian  for Digital Projects, an d  his staff, the 
six  lib rarians in th e  A ca­
dem ic R esident Librarian 
P ro g ra m  to o k  o n  th is  
project. The result w as the 
Library Faculty D irectory 
( h t t p : / / w w w . l i b r a r y . 
u iuc .edu /facu lty /).

T he trad itional m eans 
o f  co m m u n ica tin g  w ith  
on - and  off-cam pus co l­
leagues for librarians at the 
university w as a prin ted  university library an­
nual report. But the  publication  had  a small 
circulation, going only to  a  select few in each 
departm en t, an d  even  that sm all am o u n t o f 
exposure ceased in the 1980s w hen the annual 
publication died.

W ith th e  ab sen ce  o f  a curren t, a ll-inclu­
sive source showing librarians’ professional ac­
tivities, Robert W edgew orth, then  university 
librarian, w an ted  to  d evelop  such  an online 
profile/b ib liography for librarians that could 
do  w hat the  o ld  p a p e r annual reports cou ld  
not: provide to colleagues on- and off-campus 
a concisely visible and easily accessible index 
o f p ub lications by  library faculty, an d  a d e ­

scription o f the library faculty’s services. While 
the library maintains two wonderful resources, 
the  “Library Faculty Research Interests D ata­
b ase” and th e  “Recent Library Faculty Publi­
cations Database,” the professional hom epages 
p rov ide  the  o p p o rtu n ity  for d irect access to 
e ach  facu lty  m em b er, a n d  offer da ta  o n  a 

p e rso n ’s research  in w hat 
is perhaps the first location 
in which colleagues w ould 
search for any information.

T h ere  a re  116 library  
fa cu lty  p a g e s , a n d , o f  
th ese , m ore  th an  54% go 
beyond directory informa­
tion  a n d  give a librarian’s 
professional duties, activi­
tie s , a n d  p u b lic a tio n s . 

D uring a sn ap sh o t p e rio d  o f academ ic year 
1997 though sum m er of 1998, the faculty pages 
rece iv ed  m o re  th an  32,000 hits. M ore th an  
48% of those hits w ere from campus, but more 
th an  51% cam e from  o u tsid e  the  university, 
including o ther states and countries.

We believe ou r W eb pages have streng th­
en ed  o u r librarians’ com m unication  w ith the 
cam pus and  with colleagues elsew here, and 
w e  h o p e  th a t  o th e r  lib ra r ie s  w ill lo o k  at 
su ch  pro jec ts fo r th e ir lib rarians.— N in a  C. 
D avis, U n iversity  o f  I l lin o is  a t  U rb a n a -  
C ham paign , caron@ ninc.edu  a n d  J ea n  M. 
D ic k in so n , N ew  M e x ico  S ta te  U niversity , 
jedickin@ lib.nmsu.edu

W allace Library; o n e  o f th e  first fully  com ­
p le te d  p ro jects o f  th e  sc h o o l’s $100-m illion 
campaign. The renovation, made possible by a $3- 
million grant from the Peter Jay Sharp Founda­
tion, expanded the library’s com puter network, 
created the Peter Jay Sharp Special Collections 
room—which provides environmentally secure 
storage for rare materials—increased shelf, exhibit 
and staff space, renovated the main reading room, 
and provided new  lighting, carpeting, and fur­
nishings. All the library’s seats are wired for power 
and data so that laptop users can plug in. During 
the first year of its 5-year, $ 100-million campaign, 
the Julliard School has already raised $52.2 mil­
lion.

ACRL makes inform ation literacy  
resources available on Web
ACRL’s Institute for Inform ation  Literacy has 
created a primer on  information literacy for fac­
ulty and academic administrators. This primer is 
lo c a te d  o n  th e  IIL W eb  p a g e  at h t tp : / /  
ww w .ala.org/acrl/nili/w hatis.htm l.

T he site is designed  to  provide a basic in­
troduction to  inform ation literacy by answ er­
ing four basic questions: 1) W hat is inform a­
tion  literacy?; 2) W hat shou ld  faculty and  ad ­
m inistrators know  about inform ation literacy 
programs; 3) Are there som e m odel programs I 
can  examine?; and  4) W here can  I find m ore 
information?

uiuc.edu/faculty/
mailto:caron@ninc.edu
mailto:jedickin@lib.nmsu.edu
http://www.ala.org/acrl/nili/whatis.html
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Librarians trying to educate their 
faculty and administrators about in­
form ation literacy will find this site 
helpful. Suggestions for improving the 
site are welcom e and should be  sent 
to  T om  K irk, e -m a il: k i rk to ® 
earlham .edu, w ho  is responsible for 
the page.

W ESS 20th anniversary  
papers on Web
T he pap ers  from  the ACRL W est­
ern  E uropean Specialists Section’s 
20th anniversary program , he ld  at 
the  1999 ALA A nnual Conference, 
are  n ow  available o n  th e  W eb at 
http://w w w .library.yale.edu/w ess/ 
w essprog.

T he program  featu red  p re sen ­
ta tio n s  by  B arb ara  W alden , E u ro p ea n  H is­
to ry  lib ra r ian  a t th e  U n iv ersity  o f  W isco n ­
sin , o n  “L o o k in g  F o rw a rd  a f te r  20 y e a r s ” 
and  by Jam es J. O ’D onnell, p rofessor o f Clas­
sical S tud ies a n d  v ice  p ro v o s t fo r In fo rm a­
tio n  System s a n d  C o m p u tin g  at th e  U niver­
sity  o f  P en n sy lv an ia , o n  “R e-in v en tin g  E u­
rope: O ld  Com m unities an d  New, Real Com ­
m u n itie s  a n d  V irtual.”

Im m ersion ’00 offered at University  
o f W ashington
The University o f W ashington will host ACRL’s 
Institute for Inform ation Literacy’s Im m ersion 
’00 program , August 4 -9 , 2000.

This four-and-one-half-day  p rogram  p ro ­
vides intensive training an d  ed u ca­
tion for instruction librarians in tw o 
tracks: Track I is for n ew  librarians 
o r instruction librarians w ho  are in­
terested in enhancing, refreshing, or 
ex ten d in g  th e ir ind iv idual instruc­
tion  skills, w hich  can  b e  ap p lied  to 
in stitu tio n a l p ro g ram s. T rack II is 
d e s ig n ed  for in struction  librarians 
w h o  se e k  to  fu rth er d ev elop , in te ­
grate, o r advance an  information lit­
eracy  program  w ith in  their institu­
tion.

Participation  is lim ited to  90 to 
ensu re  an  env ironm ent that fosters 
g roup  interaction and  active partici­ “  I th i
pation. Acceptance to the Immersion 
Program is competitive. The deadline 
for applying is D ecem ber 15,1999.

Application instructions and a form are available 
on  the  W eb at h t tp : / /w w w .a la .o rg /a c r l /n i l i/  
in itia tiv es .h tm l.

Molesworth Institute to give humor 
award
The M olesworth Institute has established a new  
aw ard to  ho n o r outstanding contributions to li­
brary humor. Named after Edmund Lester Pearson, 
the  library hum orist w h o  au th o red  The Old 
Librarian ’s A lm anack  and w hose column, “The 
Librarian,” appeared in the Boston Evening Tran­
scrip fw eeldy  from 1906-20, the first aw ard will 
be  given for the  m ost distinguished w orks o f li­

Library Assistant Margie Roblin speaks to a guest attending 
the New Faculty Orientation Program held at the Delmar 
T. Oviatt Library, California State University, Northridge. 
More than 100 guests attended the popular annual event, 
designed to introduce new faculty members to library 
resources, services, and personnel.

n k  h e sa id , ‘T h e R eserve  D esk  is  c losin g!  

T h e R eserve D esk is  closing!’”

earlham.edu
http://www.library.yale.edu/wess/
http://www.ala.org/acrl/nili/
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brary hum or in 1999. 
Any and  all kinds o f 
contributions are wel­
com e. N om inations 
should be sent no later 
th an  F ebruary  29, 
2000, to N orm an D. 
S tev en s , d ire c to r , 
Molesworth Institute, 
143 Hanks Hill Road, 
S to rrs, CT 06268. 
N om inations n eed  
only include the piece 

A Bibliosmiles post­ being nom inated; in card from the Moles­
the case o f W eb sites worth Institute.
o r o th er electronic 

p u b lic a tio n s , e le c tro n ic  su b m iss io n s  to  
norman.stevens@uconn.edu will suffice. The win­
ner, w hose award will be  tailored to the submis­
sion, will be announced on April 1,2000.

New Minnesota archives named
O n the occasion o f his 90th birthday, the  Uni­
versity  o f  M innesota (UM) has ren am ed  th e  
Library A rchives/Acœss Center (currently u n ­
d e r  co n stru c tio n ) th e  E lm er L. A n dersen  Li­

brary, in honor o f form er Minnesota Governor 
A ndersen . This is th e  first tim e a UM Library 
has n o t b e en  n am ed  after a university  presi­
dent, and  it recognizes A ndersen’s m any con­
tributions to and support o f the  library and  the 
university.

The $40-million project will be completed early 
in 2000 and will house eight UM special collec­
tions and  archives an d  the MINITEX Inform a­
tion Network offices and services; lesser-used ma­
terials from the university and o ther libraries in 
the state will be  housed in tw o environmentally 
controlled caverns m ined for this project.

Project M use announces p ric in g  
o p tio n s fo r 2000
Firm prices for the 2000 calendar year are now  
available for Project MUSE, the electronic jour­
nals database managed by the Johns Hopkins Uni­
versity Press. MUSE now  offers 112 journal titles 
from nine publishers, such as Carnegie Mellon 
University Press, MIT Press, and the University 
o f  Texas Press. A variety o f packages and  dis­
counts are available. Details m ay b e  fo u n d  at 
h t tp : / /m u s e . jh u .e d u  o r  c o n ta c t M elan ie  
Vandermark at melanie@ jhupress.jhu.edu. ■

“Curmudgeon” Madden remembered at CSU Fresno

“C u rm u d g e o n ,” “B ib l io p h i le ,” a n d  
“Scholar.”

Henry Miller M adden was rem em bered at 
a gathering held on  August 27 at 
California State University, Fresno, 
to  com m em orate the 50th anni­
versary o f his arrival at the library 
that now  bears his name. The cel­
ebration  recognized the  central 
role M adden played in the library 
and in the profession in Califor­
nia. In Septem ber 1949, M adden 
joined w hat was then Fresno State 
College as college librarian; h e  re­
tired in 1979. In 1981, the library 
was nam ed for him, a great honor requiring 
an  exception to CSU policy. He died  the fol­
lowing year.

M adden becam e a recognized leader in 
the library profession, particularly in the area 
o f intellectual freedom , but his most impor­
tant accom plishm ent was the developm ent 
o f a library collection that, for its size, is un ­

paralleled in diversity, quality, and depth. He 
believed that an  “academ ic librarian [has an] 
obligation to bequeath  a living institution that 

will b e  a m ainstay for generations 
un to  generations.”

M adden valued his staff and 
proclaim ed them  as “unm atched 
in com petence.” He issued unique 
m em oranda written in an  idiosyn­
cratic style (“Do n o t …  conclude 
calls with ‘Bye-Bye,’ ‘mmm bye,’ or 
o ther m ush.”).

In accepting the position o f col­
lege librarian 50 years ago, Madden 
answ ered a true calling for librari­

anship. He cherished the  im portance o f the 
written w ord. M adden c losed his last annual 
report with, “The things that are m ost with me 
are tilings that I have read, for they both open 
and store the mind. Reading is the m eans and 
the measure of intellectual life.”—-Janet Bancroft, 
Henry M adden Library, California State Univer­
sity, Fresno■

mailto:norman.stevens@uconn.edu
http://muse.jhu.edu
mailto:melanie@jhupress.jhu.edu







