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During 1976 two lizards belonging to the families Amphisbaenidae
and Gekkonidae were recorded for the first time within the Kruger
National Park, Republic of South Africa.

Zoogeographically the most important addition was that of the Kala-
hari worm-lizard Monopeltis leonhardi Werner — fam. Amphisbaenidae.
Several specimens were collected at Pafuri in the extreme north-eastern
reaches of the Park where it occurs sympatrically with two other amphis-
baenids i.e. M. s. sphenorhynchus and Chirindia langi (Pienaar 1966). The
major distribution area of M. leonhardi is confined to the semi-arid Kala-
hari and the areas adjoining it (Fitzsimons 1943). The collection of M.
leonhardi in the Park represents yet another link between the fauna and
flora of the western and eastern zoogeographical zones. Evidence of
reptilian links between these two zones also include Psammophis leightoni
and P. angolensis, in addition to other floristic and faunal evidence
(cf. Pienaar 1970; Joubert and English 1973).

The other lizard collected was the Traansvaal thick-tailed gecho
Afroedura transvaalica transvaalica Hewitt — fam. Gekkonidae. A single
specimen was collected from a crevice in a large boulder along the
Mutali River, near its confluence with the Levubu River in the north-
eastern extreme of the Park. In South Africa this gecko is restricted in its
range of distribution to the northern Transvaal and was first collected
along the N’Jelele River in the Soutpansberg District (Fitzsimons 1943).
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