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An Alternative to an Artificial Hand

By MISS J. McGUIRE, M.C.S.P.,
Jane Furse Hospital, Sekhukhuniland, Transvaal

oréhe Afric ndpairent who has to have an mputatron hh ﬁhrs in vj \% ?srsted ovements were dencourage
hand, an artificial limb is notI f % Fractrca%l fsecr for the elbow an sou der of the right arm, an artic
Iy In the Reserve area, A useful alternative has been found attention was Par to #Jro and su rnatron of th e forearm.
jt“emKJ“skee”abr”%Sattet%t'ﬁrteT“th?'vtdne e g B e b doing 1 exetctses ORI i
Pectrjve pin er-frtke grip j P ?"rs?reetﬁ h] t gdid as r2'nﬁana?ceer)aerrldlsﬁeaS?éEhels:Ph%pret
s Ptus alhTe to ?eed hrsmseFaggrrP phétangeat Jol

Operation Notes

Fleﬁ]r drgrtorum sublimis was drv(!ded into two haIves
and te(rossdeous membrane |vrded; the extensor
usce were Vi ed Into twovgrouP 3rge neulroma on

e en the median nerve emove the nerve
i ortened ngor drgrtorrum gro undrs and fl Jexor h |Iucr§
ongus were. dissected out and rem ve e 0
ext Hsor g| %n m wasafo rem ve tensorsa X0rs
Bnterar werf [ attached to the of the g
scar rssure flexor tendons wer sac ag neede

%ortenrn he skin was, closed over the ra a grtt ut

S er

ad to have a %k raft shortly after overg
was not enou cover the inside of bot ra |us
esard ewasgreav\yﬁrdefi yt e fact t at
on was well-h al th already shrunken,
oug ea y, forearm muscles.

Treatment

ithin a few days, Jacobus was able to gently abduct the
radius. Afteramohth ecour\dv en anr? cqloseyt eqrneirs

puickiy. 1D 2 so er wedge firmly, and was
ghtk'oybjeg gout 0 thox and %uttrng ythem on ‘the taple:

The muscle work involved was interesting. To. 0
"hand” he used Rronator tere hll dh %r chro?da P&
an p%ssrbé esxte nsaotgrcar i ra |aI|s Tg gogle]t
I upi

e ts 081 he done wi ,1 thepe bodherth Lfexe(rjt orextenéq S
Betfore discharge severa months later, t Jaws coul
ggened to an ngle of 23° 1.8, % rstanceo about ches

tween the b on ends? ce the tend erness over t(e %n
ends had gone, the patient g%drrpt at was cons| era K
str 9er than 'the ?ne exer)te etween the normal

nd first metacarpel; it can be expected to increase still more.

H couI by using a gri betvveen the knuckles of hrs left
_ ‘pIncer’, co tey afg té’d’"h a |ﬁaa
Case History |th t e nce o ee(ou ed himse v\g
Ela de s oon a ﬂ” average sized
Jﬁcgbus %n African aded 3 suffered severe burns. of ewasa Sto P'C upobgect 3 Siiall s & 4 ch, and 1 could
ot an 5 uring an ep gtrc fit |n 1963, His right FIC up and hurl a 2'Ib. Sandbag from one end of the room
and en a utated (tm ahove the wrist- j?mt and he otherI The latter took time to learn, as, the Fneer
i e el e e e e el il L
Shl reakdown Oftthe ?t hand He aH at thgt time virtu- a sua eg WOO en echY ; or. At ﬁ (?scharge he
ally no movement In te wrist or nand, the metacarpo. i su with users With 2 zip fastener. s mal
Bhalaﬂgeal le_ImS Rerngv ﬁ/pe]r extended anﬁ the aIan eal buttons strII defeate
nes og er rt e stump on the ri arm an
help was Severely limited, and” so the rukenberg Lwould like t #ha kDr Nottidge for the use of his notes
operatron was decided upon. on the case, and for his co-operation throughout.





